
Christian Beliefs about the Purpose of Humanity
Key Words:
steward
- one who has been given charge over something on behalf of someone else 

sacred 
- holy
soul
- the spirit or mind of a person
Psalms
- the largest book of the Bible containing 150 poetic songs of praise to God (from the Greek  psalmos, meaning ‘praise’)
A. Difference between Humans and Animals
1. Humans are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:27).  This means:
a. Humans have some of the characteristics of God such as the ability to reason and make moral decisions.
b. Some believe that humans look like God in some way.

2. Many (but not all) Christians believe that animals do not have souls.

3. Therefore animals could not have an afterlife, unlike humans.

4. Human lives are sacred, animals lives are not.

Therefore: 
a. Animals are killed as sacrifices in place of humans in the Old Testament (e.g. the Passover Lamb).

b. Humans are allowed by God to eat animals: Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. (Gen. 9:3)
c. Some Christians are in favour of medical testing on animals in order to cure diseases in humans such as cancer.



B. The Purpose of Humanity
Christians believe the purpose of humanity is:
1. To love God;

2. To love each other;

3. To be gardeners of the earth - The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it (Gen 2:15); 

4. To be stewards of the earth on God’s behalf fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground. (Gen.1:27).
C. Christian Ideas about Stewardship 
1. Christians see all humans as stewards because of points 3 and 4 above.

2. They are also seen as stewards because: The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. (Psalm 24:1).  Therefore, they will have to give an account to God for how they have treated the world, the animals and the plants.

Therefore Christians:

a. should not be greedy with possessions or the earth’s resources;

b. should preserve, care and protect the earth for generations to come;
c. should care for the poor.  
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