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Holy Places – Events of Hajj.
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Hajj lasts for five days. In that time Muslims are expected to think constantly of Allah. On the first day Muslims arrive at Mecca. The first place they go is to the Sacred Mosque. Contained in the courtyard of the mosque is the Ka’ba. Muslims believe that the Ka’ba was the first building to be built for the worship of Allah. They believe that it was built by Adam and then rebuilt by Ibrahim and Ishmael. It is in the direction of the Ka’ba that Muslims face when they pray, wherever they are in the world. When they get to the Ka’ba Muslims will circle it seven times, just as Ibrahim and Ishmael did after they had rebuilt it and as Muhammad did when he returned to Mecca and restored the Ka’ba to the worship of Allah. If possible all Muslims will try to kiss the Black Stone (the scene of one of Muhammad’s acts of diplomacy) contained in the walls of the Ka’ba. As there are thousands of Muslims trying to do the same thing this can prove very difficult! Over two million Muslims go to Mecca at the same time of year – the month of Hijjah – the Sacred Mosque can only hold about 75,000 people at a time.  

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]Next the Muslims go to the hills of Safa and Marwa, and run seven times between them, remembering the time when Hagar searched for water for  herself and Ishmael. The pilgrims will then spend the night at Mina. The next day they go to Arafat and the Mount of Mercy where Muhammad preached his last sermon. They will spend the day meditating and after sunset they will go to Muzdalifah. Here they will look for  small stones, which will be used the following day. The next day they set off for the three stone pillars at Mina. They spend the next three days here. On each day they throw seven stones at the pillars to remember when Ibrahim drove the devil away by throwing stones at him. It is also a way of showing that Muslims reject evil and want to follow Allah.

The pilgrims then go back to Mecca to circle the Ka’ba again. Hajj ends with the festival of Eid-ul-Adha.
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Things to do.
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1. Draw and lable the map of Hajj.

2. Explain what Muslims do at each place on the map. 
3. Explain what part of the history of Hajj they are remembering at each place when they do these actions (tasks 2 and 3 could be done on the table provided).

4. Read the following description of a Hajji’s experience on his arrival in Mecca. Then answer the questions below.

                “There were all kinds of people on the Hajj –

men and women, black and white, young and old rich and poor. That was the first thing I noticed. I also discovered that everyone had gone with the same purpose in mind – to renew their commitment to Allah. I did that too. The great joy for me was to travel with so many other Muslim brothers and sisters. We only had one goal.”

(a). What was the first thing he noticed on his pilgrimage to Mecca?

(b). What discovery did he make about the purpose that everyone had in mind?

(c). Why do you think he felt great ‘joy’ on the Hajj?
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	Place
	What Muslims do there…
	Reasons why…

	Makkah – the Ka’ba
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