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                                             Holy Places  -  The Hajj.            
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Only Muslims can enter the city of Mecca. This is because Mecca is the most holy city of Islam. It is not only the birthplace of Muhammad (pbuh); it is also the city that contains the first mosque. Muslims believe that the Ka’ba was built by Ibrahim many years before Muhammad was born. Muhammad cleared all the idols out of the Ka’ba so that people would worship only Allah. Some Muslims that the Ka’ba lies directly underneath the throne of Allah in heaven.

Muslims believe that they are descended from Ibrahim through his son Ishmael, by his second wife Hagar. Ibrahim believed that God wanted him to go to Mecca and leave Hagar and Ishmael there. He left them with a bag of dates and a small amount of water. When the water had run out Hagar, in desperation, ran between the two hills of Safa and Marwa seven times looking for water, until Allah revealed the sacred well of Zamzam to her. To thank Allah Ibrahim and Ishmael later built the Ka’ba and dedicated it to the worship of Allah by circling it seven times. 

At Mina Ibrahim was told, by Allah, to sacrifice his son Ishmael. Satan tempted Ibrahim to disobey Allah but Ibrahim resisted temptation by throwing stones at Satan. Just as Ibrahim was about to sacrifice Ishmael Allah substituted a ram.    
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Exercise 1. Draw the pictures like the ones below filling in the speech bubbles with sentences that tell the story of Hagar and Ishmael being left in Mecca. Make sure your sentence matches the story.
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Year 8                                                 The Hajj.                                      Holy Places.


Long, long ago there lived a man called Ibrahim and he had a wife called Sarah. They both wanted children but for some reason children never came along. Ibrahim and Sarah were quite well off and they had servants. One of these servants was a young woman called Hagar. In their desperation to have children and because Ibrahim and Sarah were getting older they asked Hagar to have Ibrahim’s child. When the child was born Hagar would hand the child over to Sarah to bring up as her own. Hagar agreed. However when the baby was born Hagar did not want to give the baby (who was named Ishmael) up. This caused many arguments between the three of them. 

When Ibrahim was ninety-nine years old some holy men came to visit. They told Ibrahim and Sarah that they would have a child and he would be called Isaac. God then told Ibrahim that he should take Hagar and Ishmael to Mecca, which was in the desert, and leave them there. Ibrahim did as he was instructed and left Hagar and Ishmael with only some dates and a small amount of water. The water was soon gone. In her desperation Hagar ran between the two hills of Safa and Marwa seven times. Then a miracle happened. Just underneath where Ishmael was sitting the well of Zamzam sprung up. Later Ibrahim and Ishmael built a stone house called the Ka’ba to thank God. This was the first mosque they dedicated it to the worship of God by walking around it seven times. 

At Mina, not far from Mecca, Ibrahim was told, by God, to sacrifice his son Ishmael. Satan tempted Ibrahim to disobey God but Ibrahim resisted temptation by throwing stones at Satan. Just as Ibrahim was about to sacrifice Ishmael God substituted a ram.  

Only Muslims can enter the city of Mecca. This is because Mecca is the most holy city of Islam. It is not only the birthplace of Muhammad (pbuh); it is also the city that contains the first mosque. Muslims believe that the Ka’ba was built by Ibrahim many years before Muhammad was born. Muhammad cleared all the idols out of the Ka’ba so that people would worship only Allah. Some Muslims that the Ka’ba lies directly underneath the throne of Allah in heaven.  

Exercise 1. Draw the pictures like the ones below filling in the speech bubbles with sentences that tell the story of Hagar and Ishmael being left in Mecca. Make sure your sentence matches the story.


















































Exercise 2. Write out the question with the answer underneath.


Give two reasons why Mecca is the most holy city of Islam.


Who do Muslims believe they are descended from?


What did Allah ask Ibrahim to do at Mina?


How did Ibrahim resist the temptation of Satan? 


















































