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Buddhism views humanity as an integral part of nature; when nature is defiled, people suffer.
Treating nature as a friend and teacher brings you in harmony with other creatures; there are
many ways of acting on this belief. The Friends of Western Buddhist Order

have developed a five-point ‘eco-plan’ action agenda: a) consuming less; b)

consuming more wisely; ¢) going carbon-neutral; d) creating and

safe-guarding havens for wildlife; e) raising awareness.

Recognising interdependence is an important thing

within Buddhism. Caring for the world in which we live is

an expression of compassion, an eseential component

of the Buddhist way of life.

Divijata

The lotus flower is sacred to

Buddha. It represents time,
creation, peace and harmony.

For more information: www.arcworld.org/faiths.htm
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Christians believe the earth and all life on it is a gift from God and created by him. Humanity is
part of that creation. People are to be stewards of God’s creation, not exploiters of it. Christians
support those working for conservation and the development of

more appropriate and sustainable lifestyles.

1 believe that God created the world and everything in it.

Humans have a responsibility o show their love for God by

showing their love for others and for the world in which we all

live. We in Britain have too much whilst in other parts of the

world they dor't have enough. There's no justice in that.

Christians need to be involved in making things fairer.

Dominic

Some Christians are involved with

the ‘drop the debt’ campaign as a
For more information: www.arcworld.org/faiths.htm way of expressing their faith.
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For Hindus, God is not outside nature. All living things are regarded as sacred because they are
all part of God. Since nature is sacred it is good in itself, and should be

treated with respect and compassion. It is not to be manipulated,

polluted, exploited or depleted.

I'm a vegetarian because of my religion which teaches
that the divine spirit is in everything — human, animal,
even rivers, trees and mountains, To respect God you
have to respect the world.

Amita

For more information: www.arcworld.org/faiths.htm Flowers, representing the beauty

and bounty of nature, play an
important part in Hindu worship.
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Muslims believe that everything is created by Allah and is therefore sacred. Allah has made
human beings trustees (khalifah) and they have a responsibility to keep balance and harmony
in Allah’s creation. They are accountable for their actions to Allah. The Shariah (Islamic law)
outlines how to stop cruelty to animals, conserve forests and limit PR

the size of cities. )‘{:\#
-
. o0

| think that the beauty of the world and the universe
shows how wonderful and powerful Allah, the creator is.
It is my responsibility to do nothing that can spoil what
the Creator has made.

Aaban

Al-Khaliq - the Creator
He who creates everything from
nothing and creates all things
with the knowledge of what will
For more information: www.arcworld.org/faiths.htm happen to them.
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Being aware of and respecting the dignity of all life, human or otherwise, is of central
importance to Sikhs. As one recognises and nurtures the ‘divine spark’ in oneself

so one can see and cherish it in others. The history of the Gurus is full of stories

of their love for animals, birds, trees, vegetation, rivers, mountains and sky.

Many Sikhs, though not all, also have a strong tradition of being
vegetarian. A simple life free from conspicuous waste is the Sikh ideal.

Sikhe follow 300-year cycles — the previous one began in
1699, a time of real persecution for us, and so it was called
the ‘Cycle of the Sword'. This cycle, due to end in 2299, has
been named by our leaders the ‘Cycle of Creation’. Many of
our gurdwaras are marking this by being much more aware

of caring for the environment. Fatehpal Some Sikhs are involved with

projects such as ‘Project

Environment’ as a way of
expressing their faith.

For more information: www.arcworld.org/faiths.htm
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(Grundoidian Yobjammer)

Staggers around half-witted and grumpy,
trying to start trouble. Its favorite hobby is using
the Puddloflaj as a form of transport, but it always
falls off, causing the bumps on its head. Luckily the
brain is too small to be affected.

Puddloflaj

(Blobbulous Boinglubber)

Cowardly wobbler that spends its days avoiding the Grundit.
The Puddloflaj looks like a useless fat blob. It actually doesn’t
have an ounce of fat on it—it's water retention. In fact it's nearly
100% water, sort of like filling a balloon from a tap.

Baby Puddloflaj can be used as water bombs.
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(Hmpahoid Strich-Hopper)

Hamble-springs around happily caring for
its young. It's not so happy when it has to watch
the adult Mernimbler rip its baby's head off.

Munty Flumple

(Lumulous Blump)

This lttle dough-brained chump mijet likes everything.
It wanders around and stares at things, instantly falling
in love. It will stand staring for days until the Flanimal it is
staring at moves away. If it falls in love with a Glonk,
itis there forever.
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	The Prosecution (points against the snake).
The religions I have studied say;






	I think the best argument is number…

…because…

	The Defence (points in favour of the snake).

The religions I have studied say;






	I think the best argument is number…

…because…

	The Verdict (my conclusion).
I think…


	The Jury’s decision…


Guilty


Not Guilty
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The Prosecution (points against the snake). The religions I have studied say;












Task One; Note down the name of each creature and its current status:





Chose from the options on the sheet you will be given.














The creature is a;





________________





Its status is;





__________________





The creature is a;





________________
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__________________
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__________________
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__________________
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________________





Its status is;





__________________





The creature is a;





________________





Its status is;





__________________








Task 2.





Hindus believe in reincarnation. This means that when you die your soul is free to enter another body. This could be an animal. Which animal would you like to be reincarnated as? Give reasons 


for your answer.





The creature is a;





________________





Its status is;





__________________








Task 3.





If you could only save one of these creatures which would it be? Give reasons                    for your  answer.


If you could save all but one of these creatures which would you allow to die        


out? Give reasons for your answer.








Save the Snake!





I am a serpent.


I am an endangered species, and also disliked by many. I have been evil. I have been good.


Sikhs tell a story of Guru Nanak asleep in a field with his cattle. The sun’s rays fell on his face but he did not wake up. His face grew red. I slithered by his side and spread my hood to block the sun’s rays and provide shade for Guru Nanak’s face. A village elder saw this and told Guru Nanak’s father, ‘your son is a great being… both of us are blessed as he is born in our village’. I was a hero…


In Christianity, I took the form of a serpent and tempted Adam and Eve. I caused evil to enter the world and I made it fall from perfection. I was cursed…


But Muslims know that Satan is a rebellious angel who leads people astray – he is not a serpent. I have been misunderstood and wrongly accused … or have I?  


I can bite you with poison or crush you to death; I am not friendly, but my skin and markings make me beautiful… and make me hunted for luxury shoes, belts and handbags.





Would you campaign to Save the Snake?





Consider the Evidence. Am I a creature to be protected or am I evidence that the natural world can be evil? Must nature be controlled, animals used? Is a whale more worthy of being saved than I? 


 


Would religious believers want to save me? Do you want to save me?





I, the snake am on trial – and you must present both the prosecution and the defence.


What will your arguments be?











Things to do.





Find evidence of what Christians, Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims believe about the snake.


Note down your evidence and your ideas – should the snake be saved?


Include religious views about the environment and explain how these views could be used either for the prosecution or the defence. 


Work out some arguments that you could present to help a court decide whether   


              the snake is innocent or guilty.











Homework.





Research more about how the snake is portrayed in Hinduism and Buddhism, and 


find out more about different religious views about the environment.








Squirrels - The history of the snake in at least two religions.
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Mice - Religious views about the environment (and how this could affect the snake)  


+ Gather the evidence and evaluate (come to a conclusion).
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Foxes – arguments for and against the snake’s survival
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Rabbits – Investigate why the snake is in danger.  E.G. environmental issues etc and how they affect the animal kingdom.
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I think the best argument is number……….. because…





    The defence (points for the snake). The religions I have studied say;








I think the best argument is number……….. because…








