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As a Christian, | believe that all living things
are part of God's creation. The Bible tells us
that God gave humans authority over animals,
but also that we are to be good stewards of
Gods gift of creation. We are meant to be
responsible in our attitude to the planet,
including animals, and not cause unnecessary
harm or suffering.

I do think that it is acceptable for humans to
use animals for food and clothing. However we
use animals, we should think carefully about
their wellbeing and intend to cause them as
little suffering as possible. | don't think it is
right to abuse animals in any way, and | wonder
what God must think of the way we put
animals in zoos, or use intensive farming
methods to mass-produce food.

| can't make up my mind whether | agree with
the use of animals in experiments. | think it is
cruel, but if someone | knew was dying of
cancer, | guess | might not mind if an animal
had been used to find a drug to help them —
but | feel guilty just thinking that way.

| know other Christians who think differently to
me, but we agree that we should respect
animals, be thankful to God that we have them,
and remember that God cares for them too.

A man is worth many sparrows, but
not one sparrow can die unnoticed in

God’s world.
The Bible, Matthew 10:29

A Hindu view

As a Hindu, | am constantly reminded of the
greatness of God through his creation. God is
the unifying force in the universe. All living
things are sacred because they are part of
God, and they are to be respected.

Ahimsa is an important principle for Hindus.
Ahimsa involves trying to live without causing
harm or being violent to others and this includes
animals; animals as well as humans have a soul
(atman). Ahimsa doesn’t just mean avoiding
being harmful and violent. It also means that |
have to be caring and compassionate, especially
to those who are weak, ill or vulnerable.

Believing in ahimea has a big impact on my
everyday life. For example, my family and | are
vegetarians. Some Hindus are vegans (vegans
reject eggs and dairy producte as well as
meat) whereas others eat meat. It is up to the
individual to decide.

Also, many of my family have entered caring
professions but eome friends of my parents are
medical researchers who have used animals in
theirwork. They believe this is acceptable because
the research benefits both humans and animals.
Fersonally, | would not choose such a profession.

The mode of living which is founded
upon total harmlessness toward all
creatures or (in case of actual

necessity) upon a minimum of such

harm is the highest morality.
Mahabharata, Shanti Parva 262.5-6
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The Bible, Matthew 10:29.





Things to do.





1. Highlight the words which show; (use a different colour for each).





Religious beliefs about the place and importance of animals;


The impact of beliefs on everyday life;


Similarities between Christian and Hindus.


Differences between Christian and Hindus.





Extension Task;  Explain how you think an atheist might respond to the statement, ‘we are all responsible for looking after God’s creation.’  Try to write at least 50 words.














