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Reasons Why Christians Believe in God
Key Words:
theist
- one who believes in the existence of a God
atheist
- one who believes that there is no God
agnostic
- one who is unsure whether God exists
Teleological Argument
- same as Design Argument
numinous experience – an experience where someone has a strong sense of a supernatural presence, e.g. God
cosmos
- the universe
near death experience – when someone is clinically dead briefly and after being revived can describe going to the afterlife, meeting angels, God or deceased relatives
social conditioning
- being made to think or act in a certain way by others in society
A. Christians (and other theists, e.g. Jews)
These arguments are put forward by all types of Christians and are not limited to Catholics/Protestants or liberals/conservatives.
1)  Cosmological Argument
a) Everything is caused by something else.  

b) The cosmos as we know it has come into being by a chain reaction, one event leading to another until we ended up with galaxies, stars and planets, including the earth.
c) There must be a starting point that set off this chain of events that has caused the universe to come into being.

d)  God is that starting point.


2) Design Argument

a) All living things have very detailed parts (e.g. kidneys, eyes, lungs) that all serve a purpose and fit together.

b) These are too complicated to be random accidents and seem to have been designed.

c) This designer is God.

3) Moral Argument

a) Everyone has a sense of right and wrong (conscience).  
b) This conscience is from God and is a means by which he communicates with us.  

4) Experiential Argument
a) People can know that God exists from having experienced him, e.g.:

i) answers to prayer (such as a soldier’s life being saved in a battle);
ii)    miracles (such as healing);
iii) numinous experiences;
iv) near death experiences.

B. Atheists and some agnostics: 

Disagree 
because:
1) The universe and its beginnings can be explained by the Big Bang and Evolution so there does not have to be a God involved.  
2) Conscience might be to do with upbringing and ‘social conditioning’.

3) Experiences might be mistaken or made up. 
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Reasons for Belief in God
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