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3 Traditional arguments for the existence of God
OCR AS Philosophy and Ethics

	
	The Anthropic Principle


The Anthropic Principle is a modern reworking of the Teleological Argument that largely accepts that Darwinian evolution is true. Philosophers such as Tennant and Swinburne argue that for evolution to produce intelligent life is remarkable and highly improbable without it being guided in some way by God. These arguments are based on probability and are not the strict proof that thinkers such as Paley would have put forward.
Using this handout and your own research, write a short speech in preparation for a debate on: ‘The Anthropic Principle gives good evidence that the universe was designed by God.’ 

Source A: The marksmen

John Leslie tells the story of a person facing a firing squad of 50 highly-trained marksmen. They take aim and fire. The prisoner opens his eyes and finds that he has survived. They have all missed. He finds this quite extraordinary. Critics might respond, ‘of course you find it remarkable, if they hadn’t missed you wouldn’t be here to think anything.’ Leslie argues the prisoner is right to be curious. Either the marksmen were following orders to miss or very, very occasionally highly-trained marksmen miss targets from a short distance and on this occasion, all 50 did so at the same time. Likewise we should find a universe with a variety of intelligent and conscious life extraordinary; and we may wonder whether something has ‘given orders’ to evolution.

Source B: The conscious puddle

Douglas Adams had a humorous illustration that may appear to counter Source A. Imagine a puddle, a conscious, thinking puddle, waking up one morning and philosophising, ‘This is a remarkable world, it is tremendous that there is a hole that so perfectly fits me. It was made so that I could live here.’ Of course the hole wasn’t made for the puddle. The puddle happened to develop to meet the conditions of the hole. Likewise, we have evolved to meet the conditions of our universe. A different type of universe may have produced a different type of life.

Source C: The Boeing 747

Famous scientist Fred Hoyle argued that the probability of life originating on Earth is no greater than the chance a hurricane blowing through a scrapyard would have of randomly assembling a working Boeing 747. In his book The God Delusion, biologist Richard Dawkins attempts to turn the tables on this analogy by arguing that natural selection, although improbable, does explain the progressive stages in the development of life. Dawkins believes that God is the ultimate Boeing 747, a hypothesis at least as improbable as the universe it seeks to explain.

	
	The Anthropic Principle (continued)


Source D: The argument from laws of nature

Richard Swinburne argues that there is a significance in the fact that an orderly universe exists. Although he concedes that what he calls spatial order is by and large explained by Darwinian evolution, Swinburne argues that temporal order is far harder to explain. This order, which covers all laws of physics, chemistry and biology, always applies and enables life in the universe to be produced and to be maintained. The universe might have been naturally chaotic but it isn’t, it is remarkably orderly. Objects have properties and behave in ways that we expect them to and we can be confident that the nature of the universe and its laws will not change in the morning. Swinburne argues that this orderliness is far easier to explain if the universe is the product of a theistic God than if it was produced by entirely natural means.

Source E: Dawkins on God’s ‘utility function’

Dawkins, along with other atheistic thinkers, criticises religious believers for adopting a ‘God of the gaps’ idea. Where there are areas that are unexplained, the believer replies that God did it. These gaps have shrunk and changed over the years as science has advanced. He cites various examples of the cruelty in nature, such as digger wasps that lay eggs in caterpillars so that the growing lava can feed on their hosts. Not only would this show the cruelty of any designer, it is also an illustration of what natural selection has blindly caused to happen. Humans have an inbuilt tendency to look for purpose and the answer to ‘why?’ questions. That is where the idea of God has come in useful. However, Dawkins believes that God is a dead hypothesis. There is no purpose. We, and other species on the planet, are what just happened to have evolved.
Source F: The aesthetic argument

F.R. Tennant and A.E. Taylor argue that human ability to detect and appreciate beauty may be something that is given to us by God. An appreciation of art, music or a beautiful landscape is certainly not something genetically required of us for survival. The ability to produce works of art and the desire of many human beings to be creative seems odd in purely naturalistic terms.
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