
The Authority of the Bible for Christians
Key Words:
OT
- Old Testament
NT
- New Testament
Gospel
- 

1. a book about the life of Jesus
2. the message of the Good News about Jesus
Apocalypse
- a book that reveals the future in the form of strange visions e.g. the Book of Revelation (New Testament) or the Book of Zechariah (Old Testament)
Apostles
- The founders of Christianity after Jesus.  Originally, these were the 12 Disciples who were sent to establish Christianity in the world.  They were the first leaders of the Church.  Later, others were added to their number such as St. Paul.  All of NT was written by the Apostles.

epistle
- a letter – Most of the books of the NT are epistles, many of them by the Apostle Paul.
prophecy
- a special message from God, often about the future
corporately
- in a group (as opposed to individually)
Word of God
= the Bible (God spoke it.)
Evangelicals
- a type of Christian whose beliefs are centred round the Gospel message and who often believe the Bible literally.  Most Evangelicals are Protestant. 

1) Contents: 
a) Old Testament:

i) Law (includes the Ten Commandments in Exodus)
ii) History of Israel 
iii) Wisdom (wise sayings, poetry, worship songs)
iv) Prophecy (messages from God to his people)
b) New Testament:

i) Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John)
ii) History of the Church (The Acts of the Apostles)
iii) Epistles (letters from the Apostles to other Christians)
iv) Apocalyptic Prophecy (The Book of Revelation)
2) Christian views on the Bible:
a) Conservatives (Evangelical Protestants, traditional RC):
i) The Bible is the inspired Word of God.
ii) The Bible does not contain mistakes because God does not make mistakes;
iii) Miracle stories (especially the Virgin Birth of Jesus and the Resurrection) happened exactly the way the Bible says.
b) Liberals (some Protestants, some Catholics):
i) The Bible is the inspired Word of God.
ii) The Bible contains mistakes and wrong attitudes because it was written down by people who were not perfect.

iii) Miracle stories were not meant to be taken literally.  They did not happen exactly the way the Bible says but the important thing is what the stories teach us about God and Jesus, (e.g. the Resurrection of Jesus did not happen but the story gives us a hope of being with God in the afterlife). 



3) How the Bible is Used: 
a) Individually: in developing a personal relationship with God through reading the Bible alone;
b) Corporately: in worship, e.g. Bible readings in a church service;

c) Morally: 

i) guidance about right and wrong, e.g. ‘You shall not kill.’(Ex.20:13); 

ii) Swearing oaths in court;

d) Spiritually: comfort and help during times of difficulty.
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