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God and the Devil
Key Words:
devil
- from the Greek word diabolos meaning ‘slanderer’ or ‘accuser’ – the chief enemy of God and leader of the fallen angels – [Notice it should start with a small ‘d’.] ‘A devil’ can mean a demon as well. 
Satan 
- in Hebrew הַשָּׂטָן hasatan ’the adversary’ or ‘the accuser’
 = the devil – This is the Hebrew word used to refer to him in the book of Job.
damnation
- being condemned to hell
affliction
- suffering
Problem of Evil
 – How can God be good if he is all powerful but allows suffering?
Revelation
- last book of the Bible in which John received visions of heaven

Archangel
 – a leader of the angels
conservatives 
- In Christianity, this means people who hold traditional beliefs.  This includes Evangelicals and Catholics.

liberals
- In Christianity, this means people who take on board more modern beliefs that may go against traditional ideas.

A. The devil
In Christianity:
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 Chief enemy of God
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Portrayal:

a) Serpent (Genesis 3) 
b) Dragon (e.g. Revelation 12)

c) In popular culture - Red tights, horns, pitch fork 
d) Angel of Light in order to deceive others into thinking that he is good (2 Corinthians 11:14)



3) Fallen angel
a) Satan was created by God as an archangel but rebelled against him and led many other angels astray.  

b) They fought the loyal angels led by the Archangel Michael and were thrown out of heaven.   Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads.  His tail swept a third of the stars [symbolic of angels] out of the sky and flung them to the earth. 
 (Revelation 12:3-4)
c) These other fallen angels became demons.  
4) Corrupter of the human race
a) In the Garden of Eden Satan (via the serpent) tempts innocent Adam and Eve into sin by eating the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3).
b) Satan in the Bible tempts other humans including Job, and Jesus three times in the wilderness, although he fails with Jesus.  

5) A cause of human suffering
a) Jesus refers to him as the Prince of this World (John 16:11) because he has been given power in this world.
b) Job’s family, livestock and servants are killed by the devil and his body is struck with painful illness by him.  
6) Defeated for all time by Christ at the Cross
B. Interpretation: 

1) Real – Catholics and Evangelical Christians see the devil as a real person.
2) Figurative – Some liberal Christians think that he is a made up figure to personify the idea of human temptation to do evil.
C. Contrast with God 

1) God is different in that:

a) He is good, not evil.

b) He is omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent.

c) He made the devil. 
D. Problem of Evil

The devil is used by some Christians as a reason for explaining why there is suffering in the world.  However, this is not a full explanation by itself because if God is good and all powerful he can stop the devil.  
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� Please note that no good revision sheet in any subject is ever complete without a reference to Biblical Hebrew!  





