
Roles of Men & Women in a Family
Key Words:
bread winner
- the person who has the main income in a household
1 Peter
- a New Testament letter written by the Apostle Peter to some of the first Christians
Galatians
- a New Testament letter written by the Apostle Paul to Christians living in the region of Galatia (now part of Turkey)
A.  Traditional Christian view:
1) Men and women are equally important but have different roles.

2) Husbands should: 
a) be the head of the household;
b) be the main decision maker;

c) be considerate to their wives;

d) be the main bread winner. 
3) Wives should:

a) submit to their husbands;

b) bring up the children;
c) be the main person to do the housework.
because:

1) Adam was made first and Eve was taken out of him.
2) Eve is described as a helper of Adam The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.’ (Genesis 2:18)

3) Wives, … be submissive to your husbands like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. … Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner …  (1 Peter 3)


B.  More modern Christian view:
1) Men and women are equally important but should have the same roles.
2) Husbands should:

a) make decisions equally with their wives;

b) share the upbringing of the children equally;

c) share the housework equally with their wives.

3) Wives should:
a) have equal career opportunities;

b) if appropriate be the main bread winner.

because:

1) Both men and women are made in the image and likeness of God.

2) There is neither … male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
(Galatians 3:28)
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