Christianity & Sexual Relationships Summary
Key Words:
1 Corinthians
- a New Testament letter written by the Apostle Paul to Christians living in the city of Corinth in Greece

abstinence 
– not doing something (in this case, sex) 
adultery
- a married person sleeping with someone other than their husband or wife
casual sex
= promiscuity

celibacy
- abstinence from sex 

chastity
- purity
cohabitation
- a couple living together as if married when they are actually not married

eunuch
- a man who is not able to have children
Evangelicals
- Christians (mainly Protestant) who believe the Bible is completely correct and seek to spread the Good News (the ‘Evangel’) of Jesus to as many people as possible

promiscuity
- sleeping with lots of different partners
fornication
- sleeping with an unmarried person
idolater 
- one who worships idols (statues of gods)

procreation
- making children (literally, ‘creation on behalf of’ [God])
to renounce
- to give up 
A.  Purpose of sex:
Most Christians believe:
1) for procreation God says to Adam & Eve be fruitful and multiply (Genesis 1:28);
2) for pleasure.


B. Celibacy:
1) Roman Catholics:
a) All sex outside of marriage is wrong because God condemns it in the Bible e.g. You shall not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14).
b) Priests should be celibate for life because:

i) They need to devote themselves fully to serving Christ and his Church;

ii) Celibacy is a Catholic ideal associated with purity. Some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it. (Jesus in Matthew 19:12)
2) Evangelical Protestants:
a) All sex outside marriage is wrong. (= RC)

b) Some people have a personal calling to be celibate for life but priests/ministers have the right to get married because for example the Apostle Peter was married.
3) Liberal Protestants:
a) Promiscuity and adultery are wrong.

b) Within a loving and stable unmarried relationship sex can be acceptable.

therefore:
c) Cohabitation can be a good thing.



C.  Homosexuality:

1) Roman Catholics and Evangelicals think homosexuality is always wrong because:
a) The Apostle Paul describes it as ‘unnatural’ and a ‘perversion’ in Romans 1 (in the Bible).

b) Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom of God?  … neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves … will inherit the Kingdom of God.  (1 Corinthians 6:9-10.)  

c) Male and female bodies are naturally designed for each other to produce children.
therefore:
a. Practising homosexuals cannot be priests in the RC Church or Church of England.
b. Homosexual couples cannot have a marriage ceremony in church.

2) Some Liberal Protestants:
a. Paul’s ideas are out of date and intolerant.
b. Homosexuals cannot change their feelings.

c. Homosexual couples can have a loving, stable relationship. 
therefore:
Some liberal bishops in the Church of England have conducted ceremonies of blessing for homosexual couples.  (This is against the rules of the Church of England.)
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