Gifted and Talented

Core module 1: teaching and learning

Core module 1

Breadth, depth and acceleration
Instructions 

Teachers are often asked to provide for gifted and talented pupils by adding breadth, depth and pace (acceleration) to lessons or the whole curriculum. 

But what does this mean? Explore the meaning and the advantages and disadvantages in this table. 

Then consider how you may use these activities in your school. 
	Enrichment activity
	Breadth
	Depth
	Acceleration or pace

	Explanation
	Breadth (sometimes called enrichment) involves the introduction of additional material beyond the core curriculum, enabling pupils to compare and contrast, to locate their learning in a wider context and to make connections between different areas of learning. Adding breadth can result in a more complete understanding of the focus area.
  


	Depth (sometimes called extension) asks pupils to delve deeper into a given subject or topic and may come as a result of working closely on one text/problem/artefact or by introducing additional knowledge/concepts/skills. It may involve accessing knowledge at a deeper level, finding out more and more and using that knowledge in some way or using experts to extend pupils’ learning by developing high-level skills or exploring more advanced concepts.
	Pace (often called acceleration) refers to speed in covering the curriculum and can result in achievement at a level exceptional for the age range. 

This course of action requires careful planning, as pupils may feel pressured and as a consequence not achieve as highly as they might if exams were taken at the same time as their peers. Teachers must also consider carefully the pupils’ social and emotional needs and maturity.



	Example
	Pupils who are able in both geography and mathematics are asked to use their statistical knowledge to present geographical information and possibly design an innovative and effective way to show for example urban growth over time.
	A group of gifted pupils in Year 9 investigated how a particular product was made in different countries. They found out about the different materials used, why they were used and how they led to differences in design, development and use of the product. This knowledge was used to create a design and production process for a ‘superior’ version of the product. 


	Gifted and talented pupils move ahead of their peers in the formal curriculum, often in one specific area, and take relevant exams earlier than their peers. 



	Advantages
	For example:

Allows learners to hypothesise about issues

Encourages learners to think widely and creatively

Promotes cross-curricular working

Encourages innovation by both teachers and pupils

Enables a culture of reflection
	For example:

Enables pupils to explore issues and come to a more complete understanding of concepts

Encourages independent learning and the learner to challenge themselves

Makes use of teachers professional subject knowledge and enthusiasm.

Encourages the use of specialist external to the school


	For example:

Enables gifted and talented pupils to learn with others of the same ability and can promote their motivation and enthusiasm

Provides the differentiation that can facilitate independent learning

Allows students to access basic knowledge and achieve their potential more quickly

	Disadvantages
	For example:

The opportunities need to be made available for students

Students need to be ‘freed up’ from the constraints of some schemes of work and timetable constraints

Requires time for planning and working with others in different curricular areas


	For example:

Students must be enabled to do their own thinking and set their own goals

Requires in depth knowledge from the teacher and time to plan

There can be costs associated with using specialists and/or specialist equipment

Specialists can lack the pedagogical knowledge to make their subject live
	For example:

This approach may personalise the experience for the individual learner least if the offer is simply that for a higher age group

The social and emotional needs of gifted and talented pupils can be affected detrimentally by acceleration

Expectations need to be discussed and set out from the first instant by teachers, parents and the pupil themselves

Teachers have to develop a range of teaching and learning styles to allow for a differentiated approach
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