National Strategies programme for gifted and talented education – Cross-phase


Core Module 1 

The characteristics of gifted and talented learners 

Instructions: 

Consider what each characteristic means in terms of curriculum areas such as Humanities, English and Maths and compare and contrast these ideas with curriculum areas such as music, D&T and PE. Ask a specialist or co-ordinator in one of these areas to help you in this task or use it at a staff meeting where you might be raising awareness of the needs of gifted and talented learners.
Use the characteristics to identify two gifted and talented pupils in your school. Reflect on their similarities and differences, consider what teaching and learning approaches might nurture their particular gifts and /or talents.

	Characteristic 
	How this might be revealed in humanities, English or Maths or another academic subject?
	How this might be revealed in Music, D&T or PE or another skills based subject?

	· Has extended powers of memory, concentration and is curious
	
	

	· Understands, learns and processes information quickly
	
	

	· Readily manipulates abstract concepts and symbol systems
	
	

	· Sees underlying patterns and structures
	
	

	· Makes coherent links and perceptive connections
	
	

	· Has a high expectation of themselves and others
	
	


	[image: image1.png]department for
children, schools and families




	00787-2007DWO-EN-08
Leading teachers for gifted and talented – 
 Support Materials





[image: image1.png]