Leading Teacher Development
                                                                         

Strategies for the More Able
                                          



Ways of developing reading for the more able child in the literacy hour

· Offer more able pupils a text which relates to whole class text similar in theme, plot, language etc…  Work with partner, older child, CSA, class teacher to explore issues and make comparisons.

· When an extract of text is being studied with whole class, encourage more able to read the whole text, probably at home.  They could then ‘fill in the gaps’ by summarising main points.

· Provide list of books with same author to text being studied with expectation that more able will read in own time to compare.

· Prior to texts being studied more able pupils to be given extension questions/areas of investigation of texts being studied by all.

· Create opportunities for more able readers from different school years to meet and conduct discussions about texts being studied and ways of tackling extension activities.

· Ensure more able pupils consider more evaluative, open-ended and reflective questions.

Activities to encourage reflection and analysis

· Discuss and explore with more able pupils ways of recording what has been read without making it too onerous.  Can they devise a system to indicate the relationship between texts: how one has led to another, how the theme of one suggested reading something similar e.g. Horrible Science, Horrible History series.   Encourage the skills of reflection at every available opportunity.

· To encourage more able readers to broaden their repertoire of books in a group read the opening of 3 or 4 novels.  Challenge them to discover details about the language, the likely direction of the story, and their immediate reactions.   Then read and study the book collectively chosen as favourite, the other texts not chosen can be allocated to individuals to read.   Encourage children to read in fairly short time scale and then make a case for the others in the group to read their book.

· Purchase all 5 or 6 novels nominated on short lists for literacy prizes such as the Smarties Prize or the Carnegie Medal.  Ask children to read as quickly as possible and compare their choices with those of the professional judges.  (This also ensures the school keeps up with contemporary titles whilst engaging pupils in a real-life reading activity).

· Compare front covers, blurbs and illustrations on different published editions of ‘classic literature’ to identify how attitudes have changed to children’s reading over time.  Studying classics such as the Wind in the Willows, Alice in Wonderland, The Secret Garden and The Water Babies enables children to focus on features of text which make it obviously of its time, scrutinise the way characters are drawn, the language, particularly sentence length and vocab., and the sorts of values the text conveys.

Pupils should have a broad and systematic checklist of questions they ask themselves when working through a fictional text.

Author

· Have you read other works by this author?

· Is this text like other work(s) you have read?

· Are there differences between this text and others by this author?

· Is this text like others by other authors?

Characters

· Who are the main characters in this text?

· Are all the important characters encountered in the early part of the text?

· What do I learn about them early that contributes to my later understanding of them?

· Do the characters change?

· Are the characters like people I know?

· Do the characters represent certain ideas/things?

Settings

· What do I learn about the setting?

· Is there more than one setting?

· What relationship do the settings have with the nature of the story?

Narrative voice

· Who tells the story?

· Is the story told by more than one narrator?

· Does my view of the narrative depend on this narrator’s telling?

· Why has the author selected this voice to mediate the narrative?

Genre

· In which genre(s) do I place this text?

· Does it lean towards one particular genre or is it a mixture of genres?

· Which features of the genre do I readily recognise?

· Have I read other texts with features of this genre?

Narrative

· Did the narrative proceed as I expected?

· Were there twists or developments which surprised me?

· At which points in the narrative did the significant events take place?

· Did I find the narrative convincing? Was it meant to be?

Language

· What did I notice most obviously about the language?

· Were some parts more difficult to read than others?

· What sorts of sentences were employed in the text?

· How long were the sentences?

· Were there characteristic features of the vocabulary?

Planning Literacy for More Able Language Users

More able pupils should:

· Be encouraged to see the broader relationship of all texts;

· Be challenged to relate purpose to form/style;

· Not be punished by being expected to do more than their peers;

· Be required to consolidate textual understanding through a broader range of examples;

· Be encouraged to explore issues raised in Literacy lessons discovered in everyday textual encounters

· Be continually encouraged to apply literary skills in all their reading and writing across the curriculum 
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