Bloom’s Higher order Thinking Skills

General Questions

Knowledge – What do you know? What do you remember?

 list, define, describe, show, label, collect, examine, quote, name, when, where

Comprehension – Can you describe it in your own words? What does it mean? Can you explain …?

summarise, describe, interpret, contrast, predict, distinguish, estimate, discuss, extend

Application – How can you use it? Where does … lead you? Can you show how…?

demonstrate, calculate, complete, apply, show, solve, modify, relate, change, classify, experiment

Analysis – What was the cause of …? What are the reasons for and against? Why? What are the consequences of? What are the similarities and differences?

order, separate, explain, connect, classify, analyse, arrange, sort, compare, select, infer

Synthesis – How else could you start/finish it? Can you invent a new way? How can you improve on …? What if …?

combine, modify, rearrange, substitute, design, invent, compose, prepare, generalise, rewrite

Evaluation – Why do you think that? What would you prefer and why? Did it work and why? How can you check that out?

assess, decide, rank, grade, test, measure, recommend, convince, justify
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