E. RIDING EXCELLENCE CLUSTER GIFTED & TALENTED 

LITERACY/ENGLISH CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                   Tick 

	Writes and/or talks in imaginative and coherent ways
	

	Elaborates on and organises content to an extent exceptional for their age
	

	Uses any opportunity to produce work that is substantial and a result of sustained effort 
	

	Involves or keeps the attention of an audience by exploiting the dramatic or humorous potential of ideas or situations in imaginative ways 
	

	Takes a guiding role in helping a group to achieve its shared goals while showing sensitivity to the participation of others
	

	Writes with a flair for metaphorical or poetic expression
	

	Grasps the essence of particular styles and adapts them to their own purposes
	

	Expresses ideas succinctly and elegantly in ways that reflect an appreciation of the knowledge and interests of specific audiences
	

	Researches, compares and synthesises information from a range of sources
	

	Engages seriously and creatively with moral and social themes expressed in literature
	

	Creates and sustains accounts and reasoned arguments at a relatively abstract or hypothetical level in both spoken and written language
	

	Grasps the essence of any content and reorganises it in ways that are both logical and offer new syntheses or insights 
	

	Justifies opinions convincingly using questions and other forms of enquiry to elicit information taking up or challenging others’ points of view 
	

	Understand the nature of language and its features such as rhyme, intonation or accent in spoken language and the grammatical organisation of written texts
	

	Some may have unusual abilities in specific areas such as poetry, drama or language
	


MATHS CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                 Tick

	Learns and understands mathematical ideas quickly
	

	Works systematically and accurately
	

	Is more analytical
	

	Thinks logically and can see mathematical relationships
	

	Makes connections between the concepts they have learned
	

	Identifies patterns easily
	

	Applies knowledge to new and/or unfamiliar contexts
	

	Communicates their reasoning and justifies their methods
	

	Asks questions that show clear understanding of, and curiosity about, maths
	

	Takes a creative approach to solving mathematical problems
	

	Sustains their concentration throughout longer tasks and persists in seeking solutions
	

	Is more adept at posing questions and pursuing lines of enquiry
	

	Works confidently with maths at a level higher than their age predicts
	

	May have high level of mathematical reasoning but is unable to communicate them orally or in writing
	

	Sometimes rejects the obvious for a more obscure solution
	


ICT CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                Tick

	Comfortable with work demanded of older children 
	

	Learn and apply new techniques quickly such as using shortcut keys for routine tasks effectively and appropriately
	

	Quickly apply techniques for integrating applications such as mail merges and databases
	

	Use initiative to exploit the potential of more advanced features of ICT tools, e.g. investigating HTML source code of a website or applying counters or frames to their own web designs
	

	Transfer and apply skills and techniques confidently in new contexts e.g. using spreadsheets learnt in maths to a science investigation
	

	Explore independently beyond the breadth of a topic
	

	Initiating ideas and solving problems
	

	Using ICT effectively and creatively
	

	Developing systems that meet personal needs and interests either on own or collaboratively with peers
	


GEOGRAPHY CHECKLIST                











  Tick                                                                                                                             

	Understand concepts clearly so they can apply this to new situations to make interpretations, develop hypotheses, reach conclusions and explore solutions
	

	Understand geographical ideas and theories and apply them to real situations
	

	Communicate effectively using both the written and spoken word
	

	Communicate knowledge, ideas and understanding in ways that are appropriate to the task and the audience
	

	Learn subject-specific vocabulary , use it accurately and are able to define words
	

	Reason, argue and think logically, showing ability to manipulate abstract symbols and recognise patterns and sequences
	

	Use and apply mathematical principles such as area, shape, spatial distribution
	

	Use formulae to solve geographical tasks and problems
	

	Identify their own geographical questions and establish sequences of investigation
	

	Understand and are able to explain complex processes and interrelationships (e.g. within and between physical and human environments)
	

	Enjoy using graphs, charts, maps, diagrams, and other visual methods to present information
	

	Are confident and can contribute in role-play situations or simulations and enjoy contributing to outdoor fieldwork
	

	Have a wide-ranging general knowledge about the world, a good knowledge of where places are and of topical issues
	

	Able to transfer knowledge from one subject to another e.g. transfer knowledge of physics to understanding climate, or industrial revolution to location of industry in the UK
	

	Creative and original in their thinking suggesting various and alternative solutions to problems such as road congestion
	


HISTORY CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                  Tick

	Show particular skill at inference and deduction when reading texts
	

	Synthesise information to produce a cogent summary
	

	Use subject-specific vocabulary confidently
	

	Follow and contribute to a line of argument in discussion by making relevant contributions and substantiating points with evidence
	

	Access complex source materials with growing independence
	

	May have an extensive general knowledge, including a significant amount of historical knowledge
	

	Demonstrates s strong sense of period as a result of study
	

	May understand and apply historical concepts to their study of history
	

	May be able to draw generalisations and conclusions from a range of sources of evidence
	

	Seeks to identify patterns and processes in what they study while being aware of the provisional nature of knowledge
	

	May be able to establish and follow a line of enquiry, identifying and using relevant information
	

	Good at reasoning and problem-solving
	

	Thinks flexibly, creatively and imaginatively
	

	Shows discrimination when selecting facts and evaluating historical evidence
	

	Are intrigued by the similarities and differences between different people’s experiences, times and places and other features of the past
	

	Thrive on controversy, mystery and problems of evidence
	


MUSIC CHECKLIST              











 Tick                                                                                                                   

	Are captivated by sound and engage fully with music
	

	Selects an instrument with care and then is unwilling to relinquish it
	

	Finds it difficult not to respond physically to music
	

	Memorises music quickly and without any apparent effort
	

	Able to repeat more complex rhythmical and melodic phrases given by the teacher and repeat melodies ( sometimes after one hearing)
	

	Sings and plays music with a natural awareness of the musical phrase – the music makes sense
	

	Demonstrates the ability to communicate through music e.g. singing with musical expression and confidence
	

	Show talent through quality of response rather than just complexity of response 
	

	Produce work that “sounds right” using skills and techniques to communicate and intended mood or effect
	


PE CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                 Tick  

	Able to reflect on processes and outcomes in order to improve performance
	

	Understand the close and changing relationship between skill, fitness and the tactics or composition of their performance 
	

	Are creative, original and adaptable
	

	Responds quickly to new challenges and situations
	

	Finds new and innovative solutions to problems
	

	May have a high degree of control and coordination of their bodies
	

	Show strong awareness of their body in space
	

	Combine movements fluently, precisely and accurately in a range of contexts and activities
	

	May have unusual abilities in specific aspects of the subject such as evaluating and improving performance through leadership (coaching)
	

	May be able to acquire, develop and perform advanced techniques and skills
	

	May have specific strengths in general areas such as games or dance
	

	May perform at high levels in the community sometimes outside the confines of the national curriculum 
	


ART & DESIGN CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                Tick

	Think and express themselves in creative, original ways
	

	Have a strong desire to create in a visual form 
	

	Push the boundaries of normal processes taking risks without knowing the outcome
	

	Change ideas to take into account new influences or outcomes
	

	Show an interest in the art and design of the world
	

	Use materials, tools and techniques skilfully and learn new approaches easily
	

	Keen to extend their technical abilities and sometimes get frustrated when other skills don’t develop at the same time 
	

	Explore ideas and sources of their own, and collaboratively, with a sense of purpose and meaning
	

	Critically evaluate visual work and other information
	

	Apply their own ideas to their own work in innovative ways  
	

	Exploit the characteristics of materials and processes using them in creative, practical and inventive ways
	

	Understand that ideas and meanings in their own and others work can be interpreted in different ways
	


OTHER ABILITIES CHECKLIST

                                                                                                                                Tick

	INTERPERSONAL
	

	Is trusted with other children’s secrets and problems
	

	Is comfortable in the presence of strangers
	

	Prefers group activities to individual ones
	

	Has a number of close friends
	

	Willing to help other children with their work
	

	May take part in activities which help the community 
	

	Can explain why other children behave as they do
	

	Generally affirms rather than contradicts the views of others
	

	Communicates verbally and facially
	

	INTRAPERSONAL
	

	Deeply reflective and asks searching questions
	

	Worries about unknown events
	

	Demonstrates intensity when reading
	

	Shows genuine concern about events in the news
	

	Desires justice and fairness
	

	Prefers working alone
	

	Strong belief systems
	

	Emotions override logic
	

	Has some difficulty in communicating own ideas effectively
	

	Becomes easily frustrated and may want to “give up”
	

	LEADERSHIP
	

	Organises group tasks and designates jobs
	

	Takes on important tasks themselves
	

	Clarifies parameters of a task with teacher
	

	Will see a task through to completion
	

	Other children show a reliance on them
	

	Peers will nominate them as leaders or captains
	

	Has a high level of self-esteem
	

	Communicates forthrightly with a confident tone 
	

	Prone to mistakes due to the risks they are prepared to take
	

	Prefer to be actively engaged in a practical task rather than to listen or read
	

	ORGANISATIONAL
	

	Meticulous in preparation to work – titles, dates, underlines etc.
	

	Quality of writing iss the best they are capable of
	

	Arithmetic work is carefully spaced
	

	Personal space is invariably tidy
	

	Usually properly equipped for PE, swimming etc. (within confines of family budget)
	

	Remembers important home/school tasks
	

	Demonstrates an ordered approach to tasks 
	

	Often slower than others to complete a task
	

	Shows a willingness to tidy up areas of the classroom
	

	Suggest to the teacher classroom tasks which need attention
	

	Make good monitors for “persistent jobs”
	

	PRACTICAL
	

	Demonstrates enthusiasm in design technology work
	

	Handles tools well and makes good models
	

	Can foresee pitfalls in practical tasks
	

	Enjoys practical science and spatial mathematics
	

	Will attempt to fix computers which have malfunctioned
	

	Reads books of a pictorial and non-fictional type
	

	Enjoys doing jigsaws and similar practical puzzles
	

	Displays interests in shape, space and measures but not in computation
	

	Writing and presentational skills may be underdeveloped
	

	Preferred learning styles are kinaesthetic/visual with very little aural
	


