Developing effective provision for Gifted and Talented Children

National Picture

The 2005 White Paper, Higher Standards: Better Schools for All, sets out the Government’s plans to further improve provision and outcomes for Gifted and Talented children.  The white paper indicates that schools must provide stretch and challenge to ensure that all gifted and talented children achieve their potential. 

The Government’s aims are:

· To improve gifted and talented pupils’ outcomes, particularly for the most disadvantaged

· Attainment, aspirations, motivation, self-esteem 

· To improve the quality of identification, teaching and support in all schools and classrooms 

· To improve the coherence and quality of: 

· Out of school learning opportunities and support for pupils; and 

· Support for parents, educators and schools at local, regional                                                                          

     and national levels.

Frequently asked questions

What is meant by Gifted and Talented?

Gifted and talented children are those who have one or more abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of their year group. The term 'gifted' refers to those pupils who are capable of excelling in academic subjects such as English, maths or geography. 'Talented' refers to those pupils who may excel in areas requiring visio-spatial skills or practical abilities, such as PE, drama, or art.  Some gifted and talented pupils may be intellectually able but also appear on the SEN register for behavioural, literacy or physical difficulties.  The identified group should broadly represent the school's population.

How are these children identified?

Identification of gifted and talented children needs to be a continuous, whole-school process.  The identification process should be fair, transparent, and flexible so that it does not discriminate against particular groups.  A school's identification strategy should make use of both quantitative and qualitative assessment, including:

· Quantitative data including available test data and results of in-class/teacher assessment;
·  Qualitative information, including staff assessment and nomination, pupil, peer and parent/carer nomination and scrutiny of pupils’ work;
· Rate of progress including value-added data and reference to prior attainment.
Do these children exhibit particular characteristics?

These general characteristics are indicative and not definitive:

· be a good reader 

· be very articulate or verbally fluent for their age 

· give quick verbal responses (which can appear cheeky) 

· have a wide general knowledge 

· learn quickly 

· be interested in topics which one might associate with an older child 

· communicate well with adults - often better than with their peer group 

· have a range of interests, some of which are almost obsessions 

· show unusual and original responses to problem-solving activities 

· prefer verbal to written activities 

· be logical 

· be self taught in their own interest areas 

· have an ability to work things out in their head very quickly 

· have a good memory that they can access easily 

· be artistic 

· be musical 

· excel at sport 

· have strong views and opinions 

· have a lively and original imagination/sense of humour 

· be very sensitive and aware 

· focus on their own interests rather than on what is being taught 

· be socially adept 

· appear arrogant or socially inept 

· be easily bored by what they perceive as routine tasks 

· show a strong sense of leadership 

· not necessarily be well-behaved or well liked by others 

Quality Standards in Gifted and Talented Education

The Quality Standards are framed around the 5 components of personalised learning.  They can be used to audit and pinpoint strengths and weaknesses in the support and provision available for gifted and talented learners across the school. They provide a sound basis for an action plan which can form part of the school's wider improvement plan.  The Standards can be downloaded from http://www2.teachernet.gov.uk/gat/website/StaticPages/
Websites

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/giftedandtalented
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/speeches/search_detail.cfm?ID=413 http://www.brookes.ac.uk/schools/education/cpd-g&t.html!

http://www.nagty.ac.uk/professional_academy/index.aspx
                                                                                 Sally Canbay – AST for G&T







