
The Problem of Evil
You do not need to remember every argument on this handout.  As long as you can remember a couple of them you will do well in the exam.
Key Words:
sin
- thoughts, deeds or actions that are morally wrong
moral evil
- suffering caused directly by human sin, e.g. murder, theft
natural evil 
- suffering caused by natural circumstances e.g. earthquakes, disease, drought
Job
– Old Testament Book about the innocent suffering of Job, a righteous man 
Irenaeus
 – Bishop of Lyons in the second century A.D. and important figure in the history of Christian thought
St. Augustine of Hippo
- Bishop of Hippo in North Africa at the time of the fall of the Roman Empire in the early 5th century A.D. – He wrote many books and is a very major Christian philosopher.
affliction
- suffering
A. The Problem
In Christianity:
1) God exists.
2) God is all powerful.
3) God is good.
4) How then can suffering exist?



B. Christian responses: 

1) Some blame the devil because of:

a) his role in tempting Adam and Eve into sin in the first place;

b)  because he tempts the human race into sin today;

c) he inflicts suffering on people on earth (as in Job 1-2).

However, this can only partly explain the problem because if God is all powerful he can control the devil.
2) St. Augustine of Hippo:
a) Evil exists in the world because it was brought in by Adam and Eve when they disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3).
b) Suffering is God’s punishment for human sin.

c) Natural evil is part of God’s punishment on the human race for suffering.

3) Job: 
a) Sometimes people are innocent when they suffer.  They are not always being punished for something they have done.  

b) Sometimes suffering is a test of faith to see whether we will still be loyal to God when things go very wrong for us.

c) God is God and we should trust that he knows better than us.

4) Irenaeus:
a) Free will:
i) If God forced us to do good all the time there would be no free will and we would be just machines.
ii) God wants us to choose good out of our own free will. 
b) Maturity:
i) The human race started off immature in the Garden of Eden.
ii) Suffering is the means by which God causes the human race to become mature because we learn lessons from our sufferings.






Hot Handout





Page 1/2





The Problem of Evil











Page 2/2








