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5 Ethical theories: Absolutist and relativist morality
OCR AS Philosophy and Ethics

	
	Absolute and relative ethics: discussion points


Look at the statements below about absolute and relative ethics. Decide whether they are true or false, or whether they are open to different interpretations. Add a paragraph of text to support your thinking.
Any of these statements could also be used as a basis for class discussion.
1. Absolutists believe in fixed moral truths.
2. Absolutists believe that moral actions depend on time and culture.
3. Deontological thinkers are concerned with ends and not acts.
4. Plato was an absolutist.
5. St Thomas Aquinas was not an absolutist.
6. Relativists believe in fixed moral truths.
7. Relativists believe that moral actions depend on time and culture.
8. Relativists believe that morals are subjective.
9. Absolutists believe that morals are subjective.
10. Protagoras was a relativist.
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