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5 Ethical theories: Utilitarianism
OCR AS Philosophy and Ethics

	
	Utilitarian ethics: discussion points


Look at the statements below about Utilitarian ethics and decide whether they are true or false, or neither (an opinion). Correct any statements which you think are false so that all of the sentences are true. Add a paragraph to support your thinking.

These statements could also be used as the basis for a class discussion.

1. A hedonist dislikes pleasure.

2. Bentham was a hedonist.

3. Bentham believed we should do good and avoid evil.

4. The Utility principle suggests that good actions are useful to all humans.

5. Bentham wrote the greatest happiness for the greatest number.

6. John Stuart Mill said quality is better than quantity.

7. Bodily pleasures are higher than pleasures of the mind.

8. Act Utilitarianism concentrates on actions.

9. Rule Utilitarianism makes absolute moral rules.

10. Preference Utilitarianism is about the morals of society.
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