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11 Sexual Ethics
OCR A2 Philosophy and Ethics

	Text to accompany news item



In this topic you will explore the following ethical approaches to sexual ethics: relativist, situation and virtue ethics and the approach of Christianity.

Relativist approaches

Cultural relativism would suggest that we ought to conform to the expectations of the culture in which we find ourselves. This can produce problems if we have a moral objection to some of the practices that we believe may undermine human freedom: e.g. arranged marriages and female circumcision for some, promiscuous lifestyles and public displays of sexuality for others.

Arranged marriages are standard in some cultures, but not in all.  What are the principle concerns of western thinkers about them?
FOR DEBATE

Honour killings amongst the Muslim and Hindu communities are more commonly reported now due largely to developing relationships between castes and religions in the UK. Is this an issue of cultural relativism or something that is absolutely morally wrong?
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