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11 Sexual Ethics
OCR A2 Philosophy and Ethics

	Sexual ethics: Immanuel Kant 



The universalisation aspect of the categorical imperative would suggest taking a conservative approach to sexual ethics for example, if a husband or wife who commits adultery cannot want extra-martial sex to be a universal law unless they want their partner, parents, children, etc also to have extra-marital sex.

The categorical imperative also states that people cannot be treated as a means to an end. Kant therefore suggests that as soon as a person becomes the object of appetite for another, all the motives of moral relationships cease to function, because as an object of appetite for another, a person becomes a thing and can be treated and used as such by everyone. This would seem to suggest that using a prostitute to gain pleasure would go against the categorical imperative although if both parities are not coerced then it may not be wrong. Kant’s arguments could also be used to oppose pornography as this uses one person as a means to an end, i.e. person gratification!

‘… to allow one’s person for profit to be used by another for the satisfaction of sexual desire, to make of oneself an Object of demand, is to dispose over oneself as over a thing and to make of oneself a thing on which another satisfies his appetite, just as he satisfies his hunger upon a steak. But since the inclination is directed towards one’s sex and not towards one’s humanity, it is clear that one thus partially sacrifices one’s humanity and thereby runs a moral risk. Human beings are, therefore, not entitled to offer themselves, for profit, as things for the use of others in the satisfaction of their sexual propensities.’ 
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