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11 Sexual Ethics
OCR A2 Philosophy and Ethics

	Sexual ethics: St Thomas Aquinas
 


In Summa Theologiae, sex acts are seen to be wrong in two ways:

1)
Sex is wrong when the act of its nature is incompatible with the purpose of the sex act. 

In so far as generation is blocked, we have an unnatural vice, which is any complete sex act from which of its nature generation cannot follow. For example; the sin of self abuse, intercourse with a thing of another species, acts with a person of the same sex and acts in which the natural style of intercourse is not observed, as regards proper organ or according to other rather beastly and monstrous techniques.

2)
Sex acts can be wrong even if they are natural if they conflict with right reason may arise from the nature of the act with respect to the other party for example, incest, rape or adultery.

‘Thus, as regards generation by coition, there are, in the present state of life, two things to be considered. One, which comes from nature, is the union of man and woman; for in every act of generation there is an active and a passive principle. Wherefore, since wherever there is distinction of sex, the active principle is male and the passive is female; the order of nature demands that for the purpose of generation there should be concurrence of male and female. The second thing to be observed is a certain deformity of excessive concupiscence, which in the state of innocence would not have existed, when the lower powers were entirely subject to reason. Wherefore Augustine says (De Civ. Dei xiv, 26): “We must be far from supposing that offspring could not be begotten without concupiscence. All the bodily members would have been equally moved by the will, without ardent or wanton incentive, with calmness of soul and body.”‘
Summa Theologiae question 98 article 2
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